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| Research scientist Magda Kita, 30, a Polish-born
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The couple
Rafal and Magda
Kita, married for
eight years.

for worse

Australian, was holidaying in Warsaw in 1995 when
she met policernan Rafal Kita, now 31. Two months
of fun led to marriage — which meant Rafal relocated
to Melbourne and had to learn English from
scratch. He also retrained as a systems engineer.

Magda says “A mutual friend set us up when

| was in Warsaw. Rafal rang me and took me out.
| was primarily attracted to him because he was a
cop. But he was also friendly and open. He was
the first guy | ever knew who was really nice — you
know, opening the door and things — but not
irritating. We went out for two months, drinking
Scotch and having fun, and he ended up in debt
for a year as he always paid! He was 21 and | was
20. After the holiday was over, | came back to
Australia to finish my science degree and we
started writing letters once a month. We aren't

a romantic type of couple but when | read those
letters now, it's kind of surreal. | missed him so
much. After a year | decided, ‘This is ridiculous.
We can't have a long-distance relationship for two

| years.' So | flew back to Poland to see him.

We never discussed getting married; it just kind

| of happened. We got married in August 1997, in

Poland, and moved to Melbourne a few months
later. | was amazed because it wasn't problematic
for Rafal to move here — it all happened naturally.
Rafal was really thrown into the deep end."

Rafal says “When | met Magda, | didn’t know
what Australian girls were like but she was kind of
exotic. | love Magda — she was the first girl | met
who wasn't girlie. When Magda came back to
Poland, | thought, ‘Cool, she's back’ but she went
to Paris before she saw me!

| looked into being a policeman here but the job
has too much stress already without having the
language problem. Also, you have to start from the
bottom and, in Poland, | had been a sergeant.
| got a job in a factory making pillows. A job is a
job, for me. After a couple of months, | had to
watch The Bold And The Beautiful, with Magda's
mother translating - it's a stupid show but the
words are very simple and slow so | could do it.

One day | was at a tram stop and two boys
asked me, ‘How long have you been here?’ | said,
‘Five months.’ They started laughing. They meant
how long had | been waiting for the tram.

| started from the beginning here but | never
considered going home. | didn't sacrifice anything.
| just changed my life and went to live somewhere

else. It's been a big adventure.” Louisa Deasey
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